Memo regarding Home Visits

Paul Marino, Fred C. Church to Seven Hills Charter
Mike Lucas and I have discussed your request for information regarding student Home Visits. In response, I have compiled some information for you to review at your convenience.  Unfortunately, there was no information available I was able to locate addressing student home visits as they pertain to education.  However, there is a fair amount of information, including Home Visit sample policies and safety tips, pertaining to the Nursing and Health and Human Services sector addressing relative safety practices to consider when developing your Home Visit Safety Policy for Seven Hills Charter.

The following information is an excerpt from the Boston University School for Social Work Field Education Department that addresses the basic guidelines of conducting a safe field/home visit:

"Prior to making a home visit, the student should discuss any issues related to safety with the field instructor. On an initial home visit it is often advisable to go with another worker. Most agencies will want to know the location and scheduling of the home visits. Some agencies require a confirming telephone call upon arrival and departure from the home visit. If the student feels unsafe upon arrival or at any time during the visit s/he should not proceed with the meeting. It might be preferable to meet at a neutral location."

In addition, I have included a link to the Southern Occupational Health and Safety Solutions website for Community Workers.  Within this site you will find several safety tips for community workers related to performing home visits, as well as tips to address an aggressive situation during a home visit, which is a relative situation your staff may be presented with while out on the field at a student's home.    

http://members.optusnet.com.au/~braithy/ohs/ref09.htm
I have also attached two sample home visitation and field visit safety policies for your reference when developing formal home visit safety guidelines for Seven Hills Charter School.  At your convenience, please review the attached information and feel free to contact me if you have any inquiries or requests for additional information.  

Thank you very much for your recent inquiry and please do not hesitate to contact the Fred C. Church Risk Management Department direct regarding information or inquiries pertaining to the overall safety and loss prevention at Seven Hill Charter School. 
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