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Quinsigamond CommunigpnCollege

A rommunity uf suppett. A watld of yaasibilities

Qffice of the President

670 West Boylston Sirect
Worcester, M4 016052092

Tel: (508) §54-4202

November 2, 2009 Fax: (SU8) 8567374

www.QCC.edu

Mitchell 1. Chester, Ed.D., Commissioner

WA Board of Elementary & Secondary Education
75 Pleasant Street .

Malden, Massachusetts 02148-4%06

Dear Dr, Chester:

Quinsigamond Community College (QCC) endorses the concept of a charter school proposed for
Worcester (hat focuses on strong foundational curricula in mathematics, science, technology and
humanities. The Spirit of Knowledge Charter School curriculum, as cutlined to us, aligns with
the educational background we seek at this college to support college programs in engineering,
biotechnology, green energies, computer sciences and health sciences. The Design Team and
Founding Board appear fo have devoted substantial thought and care to developing a well-
structured and rigorous curriculum and school culture that will create a successful community of
learners within the proposed Spirit of Knowledge Charter Schaol.

QCC is prepared to explore a Tange of fulure partnerships with and for students of the Spint of
Knowledge Cherter School. Such relationships may involve conucctions of students to our
summer activities for young people in grades 6 — @ in rebotics, connections for tutorial support
ang college credit opporiunilies for advanced level juniors or seniors enrolled at the academy.

Sincerely,

LA
Gail E. Carberry (f

President

The Research Bureau

September
Commussioner Mitchell D. Chester
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
330 Man Street
Malden, MA 02148

Desr Commizzioner Chester:

Tam writing in support of the charter school application of the Spirit of Knowledgze Academy (SOKA)
Charter School I belisve that establishing this school will provide a distinctive and challenging
educational program that is not currently available to most students in Worcester.

Az a Worcester resident for the past 33 years, the President of The Research Burean for 24 years, which
regularly produces research studies on the Worcester Public Schools, and a former member of the
Massachusetts Board of Education (1996-2007), [ am acutely aware of urban education issues. No city
can survive without accommodating the educational needs of a diverse urban population since they all
contribute to its economic, cultural and social well-being, But all too often our public scheols focus
primarily on students with academuc deficiencies and shun programs for academically-gifted students as
elitist. Vet the US economy as a whole and that of cities in particular require high level mathematical
and scientific understanding if we are to continue to advance our standard of living for all residents. The
SOEA Charter School will provide that opportumity to all Weorcester students admitted randomly
through the required lottery process, regardless of social-economic background. This mstruetion in math
and sciences will be balanced by an cutstanding humanities curriculum. The school’s application
mdicates that it 15 poised to address the variety of student needs through the same cwricula offermgs.
Thas schoel will become an asset to the area and may well attract new residents to Worcester.

As you know, the Worcester Public Schools has a new supermtendent, Dr. Melinda Boone. She is
firmly committed to making the schools in this district “schools of choice.” I applaud her for her
ambitious agenda and will do everything I can as President of the Worcester Regional Research Bursan
to help her succeed. o city can prosper without good public schools. In the meantime, we must provide
immediate opportunities to the current generation of Worcester students who are enrelled in “priority™
middle schools and high schools. It is incumbent upon us as respensible, caring adults to provide them
with options now.

T enthusiastically endorse the SOKA application for a charter, and wrge the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education to approve it.

Very truly yours,
Roberta B Schaefer, Ph D, President & CEO

Worcester Regiomsl Research Burean, Tnc.
315 Mlaim Street

Wor T, MA 01608

S08-T08.T16%

wrwmrborg
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Giermna 5. [nnscckiome
Fesd, Departeent of Fayma
106wt Rresd, CEHID
‘Towsmbern WA 1T-EIH
Phcerer SiF-8080-2020% Frox: -SEE6

Erail. gisrrsaiap.oda

12 Wavammer 2000
Mitchell D Chester, EAD., Commissioner
Massachazetts Board of Elementary and Secendary Educaticn
T4 Pleasant Streat
Malden B 02128-2806

Dear Dr. Chester:

T am writing in support of the charser applicadon of the Spirsr gf Kmowledze Charter S.chool. Creation of this
scheol will provide challenging educational oppernmities amd & unique schesol culnmre that are Dot Curently
availanle to mest spdents in Warcestar

Iomy pesition as the Head of the Depanment of Physics at WP for the last 3 vears, as well 23 2 prof2sser for
over 11 vears, T hawe the epportumity to clossly obzerve the ipcoming freshmmen class. It is clear that thesa that
are bt prepared to succeed in enZneening or the sciences aTe those stdents havieg the most inensive and
himanizie background io math. and the siences. The best prepared siudents have the camed confidence of
ackieviez proficiency in the foundations of math and sciznce.

o of Knewledere Charter Schoed’s ngenous oumioalum appears ambidous o companson with et pablic
sehieols m Massachnzess, et follows 2 model with a Jeng and successial history in Europe 208 Azia Daspite
prich falk about standards and meor, few dsincts kave fashiconed the kind of sequenial cumiculums that takas
siandards. serioaly, as the Soif o Keowledse model does. It i3 clear that the propesed Spirir of Enowledee
Chamar Schoal’ s medel and curmonkm keve been carefidly thought ont, 20d offer a0 outstanding opportanity
for students achieve fhair pedertial and succeed bevond their own and their parsnts’ expeciations. The propossd
scheol's curpicalnm will help covnter the Tend for Amerzoan studsnts 1o lag stadents In mest mdustalized
L2Tions M 5 ence and mathamatics.

The Jpivis o Knowiedse curmioulvan will alse offer 2 much nzedsd educarional Balancs i alzo providing
putstanding unanitis:s matmacton. The Seiv of Encwiedse Chamer Schoal has the potential to maks an
epames & ererce in the [ives of its stademts, and gove them outstanding preperaiion for success m <ollege.
The Spirit off Knowledge Chaner Scheol's piission, vision, teachics plilosophy, and caricalum address the pead
for the highest quality educaton m middls aed Righ school

The propasal for Spirit gf Knowledge 1s basad Emaly oo the mich amd varied expenence of its Foundins Group.
With qualified reachers and an ousndng crrohm aed culrs, the Spir o Keowladse Chaner Schosl will
seanla it studemts o raach their fall potensial. The Seivir o Enoeledze sekool will provide cheldren with ae
educational expensace with exnceptional breadit and depsh. The schoel will sigmifcamdly expand eduational
chaices for smdeats and parenis in Worcester, The Swire of Krowidedge school will emsims superior aducatdon
for itz stadenes, imehs soiences and marhsmatics i well 22 i s bumaritiss. Sndaers will graduste fom Spiee
of Enowladze with 2 solid feumdation of knowladze in a freed mange of subjecis.

[ amn confident thar Spirir of Knewledoe will offer the hiphast quality aducattonal apporimitss: to studsess whs
otherwvise have fow educational choices. The proposed Spivir af Erowiadge Chamer Schoal is 2m exciting and
inmovative [nibatve io pabls edacaton. Itis clear that the Desizn Team and Feanding Seard have devated
suibsrantial then ghe anad care 1 devalopims a well-streenemed and izsrens corricnloms aed schae] ooalmes that will
create a saccessful compmmity of learners within the proposed Jpiri gf Enowledse Charter Schoal.
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