Transportation

Hill View Montessori 
Hill View is not a regional school so the students so there is little demand for transportation from outside of the district.   Hill View has done their best to accommodate their sending district.  Their students are bused to neighborhood schools where they catch a second bus to Hill View.  Students in the afternoon are 

The sending district provides transportation according to their districts schedule –not Hill View’s schedule.  Students in the morning ride the bus with the sending district’s middle school students (since the elementary schools of the sending district have a later start time).   This year Hill View added a second site to their campus.  They shortened the day at this site so that students can take the sending district’s buses.  At the first site the ending time is different so Hill View students are provided with their own buses.  

Hill View’s school year begins a day before the sending district’s school year and ends a day later.  Hill View has asked its families to get their child(ren) to school for the first day.  This year Hill View will pay for the buses for the last day of school.  In the past students were responsible for their own transportation on the last day of school.  This resulted in students not coming for this day.  Next year the Hill View will ask for the sending district to cover this cost by giving them advance notice (before the sending district submits its budget).
Four Rivers Charter Public School

 Greenfield School District (GSD) transports the students from the Greenfield School District to Four Rivers.  Students from the other 5 districts that attend Four Rivers are responsible for their own transportation.  To assist the families from the other 5 districts Four Rivers sends a preliminary list of families with their contact information in the spring to all families outside of the GSD.   They encourage families to arrange their own carpools and include tips on how to do this.  They send a final list in August.  Although 38% of Four Rivers students live in rural areas, they have yet to have a family indicate that they can’t get their child to school.

Four Rivers does not offer regional transportation because the amount that they would be reimbursed by the state would not cover the transportation costs.  According to DESE, the state reimburses charter schools for regional transportation at varying levels (47% -100%).

GSD is required to provide transportation for students attending Four Rivers from their school district “on the same terms and conditions” as transportation is provided to children attending local school districts.   Furthermore GSD must accommodate the particular school year and school day of the charter school.” The Charter School Office (CSO) encourages charter schools to work with their local sending district.   Four Rivers has done what they can to accommodate Greenfield School District by
- setting their school calendar (i.e. days off) to coincide with the GSD calendar

- allowing GSD to make the call for unplanned days off (e.g. snow days)
Four Rivers has early dismissal every Wednesday which means that GSD must provide early buses on those days. The bus company failed to bill GSD for two years for these routes.  GSD sent the two-year bill to Four Rivers.  The CSO told Four Rivers to do what they can to pay for it to help out GSD but that they had no obligation to do so.  Four Rivers sent the Superintendent the Charter School Technical Advisory on Transportation and GSD paid the bill. 

GSD changed its schedule in year 3 of Four Rivers charter.  The buses began picking up Four Rivers students 15-25 minutes after dismissal which meant that a lot of the students had long wait times. In the morning the bus company picks up the kids on the middle school and high school routes and drops them off at Greenfield High School where they catch a bus that takes them to Four Rivers. 
Prospect Hill Academy
Prospect Hill does not offer transportation for their students.  All of their students and their families are responsible for getting to school.

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts (PVPA) Charter School

PVPA is in South Hadley.  About four of their 400 student actually reside in the local school district so they do not have a transportation arrangement with the local school district.

They took part in the state reimbursement program until funding for it ended (it has not been funded since 2002).   When this program ended the purchased a fleet of four buses and hired bus drivers.   They charged people a fee for it.  Families eligible for free/reduced lunch received a discount. 
They decided that they were a better school than they were a bus company.  Substitute driver shortages, breakdowns and maintenance fees made this program unmanageable.  Two years ago they sold their buses and the job of busing went out to bid.  They signed a 3-year contract with a bus company.  The company provides two buses –one for the north and one for the south.  Students spend up to an hour on the bus. PVPA still asks families to pay to take advantage of the busing service. Families eligible for free/reduced lunch pay less. 
When PVPA owned its buses it cost them $110K a year.  The current busing program costs them $25l-$30K.   The board believes that providing the busing program n integral to promoting racial diversity.  Of the 400 students at the school 95 students are bused. 

PVPA also provides contact information and encourages families to arrange carpools.
